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Is wildlife in Bhutan over-
protected? 



 



 



Land Cover (source: NSSC, 2012) 

Land cover type Area (sq.km) Area (%) 

Forest with tree cover    27,053    70.46 

Cultivated agriculture     1,125      2.93 

Built up area          62      0.16 

Non-built up area            3      0.01 

Barren    1,230      3.20 

Degraded       206      0.54 

Meadows    1,575      4.10 

Shrubs    4,005    10.43 

Marshy areas           3      0.01 

Snow cover    2,854      7.43 

Water bodies       277      0.72 

Total (country)  38,394  100.00 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



…but forests are also not only for 
wildlife conservation purpose 



• Rivers for Hydropower 

• Medicinal plants 

• Alternative source of food 

• Tourism 

• Recreation  

• etc 

 



 

The double-edged sword 



• Crop/livestock loss 

• Crop guarding 

• Rural-urban migration 

• Feminisation of farms 

• High labour cost in rural areas 

• Agricultural land left fallow 

 



 



 



 



 



 



Can Bhutan strike a balance? 

 

THANK YOU  


